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Gora, anAtheist Speaks to Gandhiji
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you have attained is due to your sincere wortheism...Acceptance of atheism at once
among the people round you. | have no timpulls down caste and religious barriers
to spare for talks. between man and mafhere is no longer a
Yours sincerely Hindu, a Muslim or a ChristianAll are
M. K. Gandhi human beings.’

Gora was not disappointed at this reply  Gandhi listened to Gora patiently and
he got from Gandhi. He was convinced thasaid, ‘I see your conviction in atheism is
much misunderstanding surrounded atheisrdeep.” Two things became clear to Gora.
He writes, “To us atheism is not a denial ofFirst, Gandhi was a practical man. He judged
self. On the other hand, it is the fullestheories and ideologies by the results they
assertion of self.” So Gora and his teamyielded in practice. Secondly Gandhi
decided to carry on the work in their ownthought that atheism developed in reaction to
way. the misbehaviour of God-believers. Gora is

Gora and his co-workers were arrestedf opinion that atheism and theism represent
during Quit India Movement of 194Zhey opposite forms of behaviouEach is positive
were released from Jail in 1944, in its own way
Gandhi too was released in tif ‘ After three day Gandhi
same year G wanted to meet Gora for half and

Gora was invited M hour at 4 O’'clock. Gandhi asked
SavagramAshram. He went ther { him question relating to details
in the last week of Novemh
1944.The time for the intervie § reaction of the villagers to his
was Gandhs evening walk! programme. He wanted the
Gandhi greeted him with a broad smildne details of his relations with parents, sisters,
first question Gandhi asked GordaVhat brothers, cousins and relatives far and near
shall | talk to a Godless man?’ Gora left theAshram next dayHe was

In course of conversation, Gorahighly impressed with deep and extensive
submitted, ‘In positive terms atheism meansinterest Gandhi took on Gora and his work.
self-confidence and free wiltheism is not In January 1945 theTalimi Sangh
negative in meaning though it is negative itonvened a Basic Education conference at
form. Look at the words non-co-operation, Sevagram. Gora was invited to attend it. So
non-violence, ahimsa. They have positive Gora was again in SevagraAshram. He
connotations, though they are negative iwas admitted as an inmate of th&ram. He
form. To express an idea that is unfamiliarwas entrusted with routine duties of the
we use the negative of a negative. FoAshram. Gora was a teacher for some time.
instance fearlessness for courage.’ In Sevagram also he was teaching in nurses’

Gora further explained;My method is class. Gora wanted to dissect a frog to
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demonstrate the phenomenon
heart-beat.The nurses objected t
the dissectionThey agued, it was ‘
against the principle of no :
violence.The matter was referred
Gandhi. Gandhi replied,' Dissect
the frog if it is the only way t
explain heart-beat.’ Gora
explained, ‘Bapu’s conception o
ahimsa was diferent from what it
was supposed to be.’
On the 30th March, 1945 Go
was informed that Gandhi would talk to him  “Yes, | ®e an ideal in your talk. | can
at 5 a.m. after the morning prayers. Gora waseither say my theism is right nor your
delighted beyond measure. He went tatheism is wrongWe are seekers after truth.
Gandhis cottage. Gandhi asked him in arwe change whenever we find ourselves in

affectionate voice. the wrong. | changed like that many times in
“Now, you tell me, why do you want my Jife. | see that you are a worker
atheism?’ You are not a fanaticvou will change

Gora narrated the tragic picture Ofyhenever you find yourself in the wrong.
famine of Bengal in 1943. Famine strikenNrhare is no harm as long as you are not a
destitutes dropped in the streets dead beSi%atical.Whenever you are in the right or |
marts and stalls which had food items, . in the right, results will provelhey |
sweets and fruits for sale. Both the destituter,?ﬁay go your wayor you may come in my
and the shopkeepers believed in the samv\(leay or both of us go a third wage go
philosophy [t was the will of God, it is our ahead with your work. I will hep you though
fate. Gora gued, ‘What | have said with . . L
regard to Bengal famine applies also to th%Our methqd 'S agallns'F mine. .
relationship between the untouchable and the Gandhi added,'lt is not a mistake to

caste Hindus, between the dark-skinned anc(?mmlt a mistake. ... But it is a mistake not

the white skinned.The same philosophy to correct the mistake, knowing it to be ohe.

rules all these relationships.The pleasures Gan'dhl wanted .to know from G‘ora his
of the few are built upon the bones ofonception of moralityGora replied,‘l do

what | say and | say what | dethat is my

many”’
Gandhi listened to this explanationdeﬁnition of moral behaviout Gandhi said,
patiently and said slowly “Exactly, I would put it secrecy is sin.’

o-



Gandhiji to the Women of India
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boycott of foreign cloth have ultimately towomen.They may take, and should get as
be by law But the law will not come, till much assistance as they need, from men, but
pressure from below is felt in no uncertairthe men should be in strict subordination to
manner them.
That both are vitally necessary for the In this agitation, thousands of women
nation, nobody will dispute. Drink and literate and illiterate can take part.
drugs sap the moral well-being of those who Highly educated women have, in this
arc given to the habit. Foreign clothappeal of mine, an opportunity of actively
undermines the economic foundations of thiglentifying themselves with the masses, and
nation, and throws millions out of helping them both morally and materially
employmentThe distress in each case is felt They will find, when they study the
in the home and, therefore, by the womersubject of foreign cloth boycott, that it is
Only those women, who have drunkards asnpossible save througkhadi. Mill-owners
their husbands, know what havoc the drinkvill themselves admit that mills cannot
devil works in homes that once were orderlynanu-facture, in the near future, enough
and peace-giving. Millions of women fincloth for Indian requirements. Given a
our hamlets know what unemploymenfproper atmosphere, Khadi can be
means.To-/ day the Charkha Sangh covers manufactured in our villages, in our
over one hundred thousand women againsbuntless homes. Let it be the privilege of
less than 10,000 men. the women of India to produce this
Let the women of India take up theseatmosphere, by devoting every available
two activities, specialise in them, theyminute to the spinning of yarithe question
would contribute more than men to nationabf production ofKhadi, is surely a question
freedom.They would have access to powenf spinning enough yarn. During the past
and self-confidence, to which they haveaen- days of March, under pressure of
hitherto been strangers. circumstances, | have discovered the
Their appeal to the merchants angbotency of theakli, which | had not realised
buyers of foreign cloth, and to the liquorbefore.
dealers, and addicts to the hahitcannot It is truly a wonder workerin mere
but melt their heart#\t any rate, the women playfulness, my companions have, without
can never be suspected of doing or intendirigterrupting any other activityspun enough
violence to these four classes. Nor cagarn to weave 4 square yards per day of
Government long remain supine to arKhadi of 12 counts. Khadi, as a war
agitation so peaceful and so resistless. measure, is not to be beatéfhe moral
The charm will lie in the agitation beingresults of the two reforms are obviously
initiated and controlled exclusively bygreat. The political result will be no less
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great. Prohibition of intoxicating drinks and  give them the strength, and show them the

drugs means the loss of twenty-five crores way to deal with their partners.”

of revenue. Boycott of foreign cloth meand? sister writes :

the saving by India millions of, at least, “On going to the village... .1 was more than

sixty crores. Both these achievements would 9rieved to hear of the havoc drink is

monetarily be superior to the repeal of the WO'King among these people. Some of the

Salt Tax. It is impossible to evaluate the Women. were in tearsivhat can they do.?
There is not a woman who would not like

moral results of the two reforms.

_ _ to banish alcohol for all time from our
But there is no excitement and N0 yiggt |t is the cause of so much domestic

adventure in the liquor and foreign cloth  misery poverty ruined health and physique.
picketing,” some sisters may retovell, if As usual, it is the woman who has to bear
they will put their whole heart into this the burden of this self-indulgence on the
agitation, they will find more than enough  part of manWhat can | advise the women
excitement and adventure. Before they have !0 do ? Itis so hard to face angand even
done with the agitation, they might even cruelty How | wish the leaders in this
find themselves in prison. It is not province would concentrate on the removal
i i of this evil, rather than expend time, emer
improbable that they may be insulted, and

R ) i and brain on the injustice of the Communal
even injured bodily To sufer such insult Award. We are so apt to neglect the things

and injury would be their pride. Such  that really matterfor such trivialities as
suffering, if it comes to them, will hasten  would settle themselves, if the moral stature
the end. of our people were raised. Caryou write

If the women of India will listen and an appeal to the people on the question of
respond to my appeal, they must act quickly drink ? It is sad to see these people literally
If the all-India work cannot be undertaken 90ing to perdition because of this curse.”

at once, let those provinces, which can My appeal to those who drink will be
organise themselves, do sbheir example vain. It must beThey never readHarijan.
will be quickly followed by the other |f they do, they do so to sdofThey can
provinces. have no interest in being informed of the
evil of the drink habit.They hug the very
CURSE OF DRINK evil. But | would like to remind this sister
and through her all the women of India,
“Women do not know what influence forthat at the time of the Dandi March the
good they can exert on their husband§yomen of India did listen to my advice,
They wield it unconsciously no doubt, bUtand made the fight against drink and the
that is not enoughThey must have that . . -
lying of the wheel their speciality.et the

consciousness, and the consciousness Wﬁl i
writer recall the fact that thousands of
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women fearlessly surrounded drink-shopand show them the way to deal with their
and, often successfullyappealed to the partners.The pity of it is, that most wives
addicts to give up the habit. In thedo not interest themselves in their
prosecution of their self-imposed missionhusbandsdoings.They think they have no
they put up with the abuses tife addicts right to do so. It never occurs to them that
and, sometimes, even assaults by thent. is their duty to become guardians of
Hundreds went to gaol for the crime oftheir husbands’character as it is the
picketing drink-shopsTheir zealous work latters to be guardians of their wives’
produced a marvellous fett all over the character And yet, what can be plainer
country But, unfortunately with the than that husband and wife are equal
cessation of Civil Disobedience, and evesharers of each othHer‘virtues, and vices?
before the cessation, the work slackeneddut, who but a woman can fettively
Into the reasons for the slackening, | needwaken the wives to a sense of their
not go. But the work still awaits workers.power and duty?his is but a part of the
The womenrs pledge remains unfulfilled. It womens movement against drink.
was not taken for a definite period only There must be enough women, with
could not be fulfilled, until prohibition was proper equipment, to study the statistics of
proclaimed throughout Indialhe womers drink, the causes that induce the habit, and
was the nobler partTheirs was to bring the remedies against iThey must learn
about prohibition by emptying drink-shops,the lesson from the past, and realise that
by an appeal to the best in man. Couldhere appeals’ to the addicts to give up
they have continued the work, theirdrink cannot produce lasting fe€ts. The
gentleness, combined with earnestnesbabit has to be regarded as a disease and
would most assuredly have weaned thgeated as such. In other words, some
drunkard from his habit. women have to become research students

But nothing is lost.The women can and earn-on researches in a variety of
still organise the campaign. If the wives ofways. In every branch of reform, constant
those of whom the writer writes are instudy giving one a mastery over ose’
earnest, they can surely convert theisubject, is necessarygnorance is at the
husbands. Women do not know what root of failures, partial or complete, of all
influence for good they can exert on theireform movements whose merits are
husbands.They wield it unconsciously no admitted. Forevery project, masquerading
doubt, but that is not enougfihey must under the name of reform, is not
have that consciousness, and theecessarily worthy of being so designated.
consciousness will give them the strength, Harijan

24 April, 1937
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MRS. SANGERAND word as that of a saint,” and yet she
BIRTH-CONTROL ridicules his claim to know these womsn’
“aspirations and experiences,” thousands of
“Man has regarded woman as his tool. Shevhom marched to jail at his wordll she is
has learned to be his tool, and in the endoncerned about in this article is to prove
found it easy and pleasurable to be suchpat Gandhiji does not know the women of
because when one drags another in his fgff,ji; she utters not a word about the points
the descent is eaSy of agreement she sought at the interview
Since the time ‘Mrs. Ma@aret Sanger and the extent to which Gandhiji said he
the famous leader of the birth-controwas prepared to go with heilhe third
movement, paid a visit t8/ardha, | have aspect is revealed in an address orofivén
seen several ddrent aspects of hefFirst as of the Future “ that she delivered before the
she appeared to me there during thos&borld Fellowship of-Faiths. | shall come to
remarkable inter-views with Gandhiji — this later in my article.
interviews in which she appealed to To come to the interviewAs | have
Gandhiji as a great mural teacher “to advisalready said, Gandhiji poured his whole
something practical, something that can beeing into his conversation. He revealed
applied to solve the problem of too frequenhimself inside out, giving Mrs. Sanger an
childbearing,” “to give some message fointimate glimpse of his own private life. He
those who are not yet sure, but who arelso declared to her his own limitations,
anxious to limit their families.” She seemedgspecially the stupendous limitation of his
during those conversations into whichown philosophy of life—a philosophy that
Gandhiji poured his whole being,seeks self-realisation through self-control,
desperately anxious to rind out some poirdnd said that from him there could be one
of contact with Gandhiji, to find out the solution and one alone. “I could not
utmost extent to which he could go with herrecommend the remedy of birth-control to a
And he did indicate the extent. Her secondvoman who wanted my approval. | should
aspect is revealed in her article in th&imply say to her : My remedy is of no use
[llustrated Weekly of India, in which she to you.You must go to others for advice.”
ridicules what she calls Gandhgi*amazing Mrs. Sanger cited some hard cases. ‘I
boast” of having “known the experiencesagree,” said Gandhiji, “there are hard cases.
and the aspirations of thousands of womeRlse birth-control enthusiasts would have
in India.” Mrs. Sanger approached Gandhijno case. But | would sago devise remedies
in Wardha for the solution of a toughby all means, but the remedies should be
problem, because as she her-self said, “theo¢gher than the ones you advise. If you and
were thousands, millions, who regard yout, as moral reformers, put our foot down on
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this remedy and said : “6u must fall back the years still left to me, if | can drive home
on other remedies,’ those would surely béo womens minds the truth that they are
found.” Both seemed to be agreed thdree, we will have no birth-control problem
woman should be emancipated, that womain India. If they will only learn to say ‘no’
should be the arbiter of her destingut to their husbands when they approach them
Mrs. Sanger would have Gandhiji work forcarnally | do not suppose all husbands are
‘voman’s emancipation through her petbrutes, and if women only know how to
device, just as believers in violence wantesist them, all will be well. | have been
Gandhiji to win Indias freedom through able to teach women to resist their
violence, since they seem to be sure thausbandsThe real problem is that many do
nonviolence can never succeed. not want to resist them... No resistance
She fogets this fundamental d&rence bordering upon bitterness will be necessary
in her impatience to prove that Gandhijin 99 out of 100 cases. If a wife says to her
does not know the women of Indiand she husband: ‘No, | do not want it,” he will
claims to prove this on the ground that henake no trouble. But she hashken taught.
makes an impossible appeal to the wonicHer parents, in most cases, wotgach it to
of India—,the appeal to resist theirher There are some cases, | knawwhich
husbandsWell, this is what he said: “My parents have appealed to their daughters’
wife | made the orbit of all women. In herhusbands not to force motherhood on their
| studied all women. | came in contact withdaughters. And | have come across
.many European women in Sou#frica, amenable husbands too. | want woman to
and | knew practically every Indian womanlearn the primary right of resistance. She
there. | worked with them. | tried to showthinks now that she has not got it.”
them they were not slaves either to their What is there in this to show that
husbands or parents, not only in the politicaGandhiji did not know the women of India
field but in the domestic as well. But theor did not know women, | do not
trouble was that some could not resist thewnderstand. Jesus who set the seal of his
husbands.The remedy is in the hands ofown blood upon his precept “love thine
women themselved he struggle is difcult enemy’ and “resist not evil”, would be held
for them, and | do not blame them. | blaméo have uttered the precept in ignorance of
the men. Men have legislated against thenmankind, simply because we are far away
Man has regarded woman as his tool. SHeom realisation of that principle!
has learned to be his tool, and in the end Mrs. Sanger raises the phantasmagoria
found it easy and pleasurable to be suclef “irritations, disputes, and thwarted
because when one drags another in his faingings that Mr Gandhis advice would
the descent is easyl have felt that during bring into the home,” of the absence of
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“loving glances,” and of ‘tender good-nightconfinefl herself to propagation of
kisses,” and of “words of endearment,’knowledge of birth-control among married
forgetting all the while that birth-control andcouples only
all its tender or vulgar accompaniments Mrs. Sanger mocks at what she calls Mr
have contributed imPAmerica to countless Gandhis “appalling fear of licentiousness
irritations and disputes, divorces and worseand overindulgence”, following upon a life
But theAmerica we knowthrough books of of unrestrained birth-control, and she
a realist reformer like Upton Sinclaiwould pointedly asks: “Has he ever thought that
seem to be diérent from theAmerica that the same frequency can occur during the
Mrs. Sanger claims to knowhe cited cases nine months of a womas’pregnancy?” |
of great nervous and mental breakdowns, asust say that in advancing thisgament,
a result of the practice of self-control.Mrs. Sanger is less than fair to her own sex.
Gandhiji spoke from a knowledge of theNone but the most abnormally lewd or
numerous letters he receives every maikuppressed would submit to even legitimate
when he said to her that, “the evidence is allexual advances during pregnancy
based on examination of imbecile¥he What was to be done with couples who
conclusions are not drawn from the practicevanted to resist the impulse of sex, and yet
of healthy-minded peoplélhe people they could not do so?
take for examples have not lived a life of Mrs. Sanger was thus led on to her
even tolerable continence. These apotheosis of “sex love”, which she said “is
neurologists assume that people ara relationship which makes for oneness, for
expected to exercise self-restraint, whileompleteness between husband and wife,
they continue to lead the same ill-regulatednd contributes to a finer understanding and
life. The consequence is that they do na greater spiritual harmoriyAn obviously
exercise self-restraint, but become lunaticharmless proposition, but full of confusion
| carry on correspondence with many ofvhen, in the same breath, one identifies love
these people, and they describe their owwith lust and then tries to separate the one
ailments to me. | simply say that if | were tofrom the otherThe distinction that Gandhiji
present them with this method of birth-drew between love and lust will be evident
control, they would lead far worse lives.” from the following excerpts from the
He told her that when she went toconversation :
Calcutta, she would be told by those who G : When both want to satisfy animal
knew what havoc contraceptives hagassion, without having to def the
worked among unmarried young men andonsequences of their act, it is not love, it is
women. But evidentlyfor the purpose of lust. But if love is pure, it will transcend
the conversation, at any rate, Mrs. Sangemimal passion and will regulate itselfle
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have not had enough education of theelationship would only take place when
passionsWhen a husband says : “Let us nothey wanted a child! Do you think it
have children, but let us have relations,possible?
what is that but animal passion? If they do G : | had the honour of doing that very
not want to have more children, they shoulthing, and | am not the only one.
simply refuse to unite. Love becomes lust, Mrs. Sanger thought it was illogical to
the moment you make it a means for theontend that sex-union for the purpose of
satisfaction of animal needs. It is just thénaving children would be love, and union
same with food. If food is taken only forfor the satisfaction of the sexual appetite
pleasure, it is lust.You do not take was lust, for the same act was involved in
chocolates for the sake of satisfying youboth. Gandhiji immediately capitulated, and
hunger You take them for pleasure and thersaid he was ready to describe all sexual
ask the doctor for an antidote. Perhaps, yawnion as partaking of the nature of lust. He
tell the doctor that whisky befogs yourmade the whole thing abundantly clear
brain, and he gives you an antidot®ould by citing facts from his own life. “I know”,
it not be better not to take chocolates ohe said, “from my own experience, that as
whisky? long as | looked upon my wife carnallye
Mrs. S: No, | donot accept the analogy had no real understanding. Our love did not
G : Of course, you will not accept thereach a high planeThere was déction
analogy be-cause you think this sexbetween us always, but we came closer and
expression, without desire for children, is &loser the more we or rather | became
need of the soul, a contention | do notestrainedThere never was want of restraint
endorse. on the part of my wifeVery often she
Mrs. S : Yes, sex-expression is awould show restraint, but she rarely resisted
spiritual need, and | claim that the quality ofne, although she showed disinclination
this expression is more important .than theery often. All the time | wanted carnal
result, for the quality of the relationship ispleasure, 1 could not serve herhe
there regardless of results/e all know that moment | bade good-bye to a life of carnal
the great majority of children are born as apleasure, our whole relationship became
accident, without the parents having angpiritual. Lust died and love reigned
desire for conception. Seldom are twanstead.”
people drawn together in the sex act by their But Mrs. Sanger probably regards
desire to have children..... Do you think itevery free embrace an act of love, and a
possible for two people who are in lovemarried life without sexual relationship and
who are happy togetheo regulate their sex its blandishments a dull lifeless faif.
act only once in two years, so thaiGandhiji's own personal witness made no
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impression upon herShe dismissed it as may then, be lifted to a higher plantheir
that of an “idealist,” as appears from hebodies have metAfter they have had the
veiled sneer at “that small group of idealistghildren they wanted, their love transforms
who have sublimated their sex egies into itself into a spiritual relationship. If these
creative action, into the activities of his owrchildren die and they want more, then they
National Congress.” | do not think duringmay meet againVhy must people be slaves
all his conversation Gandhiji even onceof this passion when they are not of others?
referred to the Congress or CongressmelVhen you give them education in birth-
Mrs. Sanger fagets that all moral control, you tell them it is a dutyou say to
advancement has proceeded on the practiteem that if they do not do this thing they
of a “small group of idealists,” and that everwill interrupt their spiritual evolutionYou
the apparent progress of her own movemedb not even talk of regulatioAfter giving
depends a lot on the clever way in whiclhem education in birth-control, yaio not
she idealises her nostrum, and describessay to them: ‘Thus far and no furthieYou
as the upward path “demanding of us whask people to drink temperatehs though it
inhabit this globe all that we possess imwas possible to remain temperate. | know
intelligence, knowledge, courage, vision andhese temperate people.”
responsibility’ The road that “leads to the And yet, as Mrs. Sanger was SO
fulfillment of human destiny on this planet.”dreadfully in earnest, Gandhi)! Did mention
Mrs. Sanger is so impatient to prove thah remedy which could conceivably appeal to
Gandhiji is a visionarythat she fayets the him. That method was the avoidance of
practical ways and means that Gandhigexual union during unsafe periods,
suggested to her confining it to the “safe” period of about
“Must the sexual union take place onlyten days during the montfihat had at least
three or four times in an entire lifetime?”an element of self-control, which had to be
She asked. exercised during the unsafe period.
“Why should people not be taught,”Whether this appealed to Mrs. Sanger or
replied Gandbhiji, “that it is immoral to havenot, | do not know But therein spoke
more than three or four children, and thaGandhiji, the truth-seekeMrs. Sanger has
after they have had that number they shouldot referred to it any-where in her
sleep separately? If they are taught this, ihterviews or heillustrated Weekly article.
would harden into customAnd if social Perhaps, if birth-controllers were to be
reformers cannot impress this idea upon theatisfied with this simple method, the birth-
people, why not a law? If husband and wifeontrol clinics and propagandists would find
have four children, they would have hadheir trade gone.
sufficient animal enjoyment.Their love But | come to a third aspect of Mrs.
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SangerHer address to th&/orld Fellowship nature itself.”  She fgets that
of Faiths is most revealing. She franklycontraceptives will pro-vide the most
speaks there on behalf of her countipere infernal engine of that waste and misuse.
“there are more criminal abortionsBut | have come across in her address a
performed than in any other country in thestartling agument which would take away
world. The national total of abortions hasfrom the seriousness of all her other
been estimated to top 2,000,000 per yeasrguments. “Japan is breaking her own
This total does not include the numberecord for population increas@he whole
brought about by drugs or by instrumentsrises in the Far East—so menacing to the
used by the pregnant woman herself.” Let ipeace of the world at lge— grows out of
be remembered that it is not only thehis “full speed ahead” cradle competition
married woman who is thought of here. IbetweenAsiatic races. Is it not time for the
is the unmarried woman too, and MrsLeague of Nations or th&orld Court to
Sanger would not really mind arming hetturn on this red trdic light? Japars
with contraceptives. “The infinitely more- determination to find an outlet for this
complicated problem of abortion” can besurplus population precipitates the so-called
only solved, she says, “by a propeafe, “undeclared war” against the Chinese, the
dependable means of birth-control.” In thecreation of the puppet state of Manuchukuo,
present state of society abortions arthe breaking of solemn treaties, the sowing
inevitable, and so birth-control is alsoof the seeds of anoth&orld War.” Another
inevitable! The vicious circle is complete. Yellow Peril? Is it a humanitarian that
Mrs. Sanger makes a fervent appeal faspeaks here, or someone vastlyfatént
preventing the “misuse and tragic waste dherefrom? | wonder—Mahadev Desai.
the greatest creative force within human Harijan

25 January, 1936
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number of industrial centre
throughout the country at the clc
of the World War | made a dee
impact on Gandhi. He gued “We
want to oganize our national pow:
not by adopting the best methods 7
production only but by the be
method of both production ar “*
distribution, what India needs is r
the concentration of Capital in a fe
hands, but its distribution. In
October 1924 soon after breakirLHE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN LABOR AND CAPITAL.
one of his historic fasts, Gandi said in anodernist liberal left Nationalist and radical
personal interview: “@dday machinery and the newly emging Congress socialist.
merely helps a few to ride on the back oGandhi could understand which  way the
millions. The impetus behind it all is not thewind was blowing.The assumption of the
philanthropy to save labour but the greed. bffice by the Congress in a number of
is against this constitution of things that Iprovinces in 1937 posed a mere serious
am fighting with all my might | am fighting problem for formulating a policy towards
with all my might® industry and labour Gandhi wréWithout
However from the second half of the having to enumerate key Industries | would
19205, Gandhs writings in the pages of have a state ownership where agér
Young India revel that his ideas regardingpumber of people have to work together
the machinery were in a process offhe ownership of the products of labour
revolution on this feeling of human welfarewhether skilled or unskilled will, vest in
led him to distinguish between machinerythem through the state.But as | conceive
and machineryadmitting that factories were such a policy based onnon-violence | would
inevitable and even welcome in extremelyot disposes moneyed men by force but
specific purposesAccording to Gandhi, would invite their co-operation in the
these nationalist or statecontrolled factorieprocess of conversion to state ownership.’
should be working under most attractive and Thuson the eve of Independence when
ideal conditions not for profit, but for thethe issue of industrialisation came to the
benefit of humanitylive taking the place of fore again as the socio economic policy of
greed as motivé. independent India had to be given a definite
‘From the mid 193® and the demand orientation, Gandhi stuck to his changed
for industrialisation of the country actuatedoosition. The concession that he finally
within and outline the Congress led bymade, however should not be taken to mean
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that he deviated from his basic faith or thatplift—all as part of workeés life both
he eventually became an advocate fonside and outside the factory
industrialisation in the sense the term is Thirdly the direct aim of labour
usually used. organisation should not be political.
Throughout his life Gandhi condemned Fourthly labour should evolve its own
the system of capitalism in no uncertaifléadership from within. However so long as
terms. But the ideal society as he ha#e labour force was not didently
conceived it was not to be brought about bducated and self-reliant, it could seek
forcible over them of capitalism but by9uidance from the friends of labour
pursuing the principle of trusteeships Finally, he proposed that the policy of
early as in 1925 he wrdteSwaraj as labour oganisations should not be anti-
conceived by me does not mean the end gapitalistic in Spirit tone and tenor and
capital. | do not write for the supremacy ofshould not be based on any theory of class
the one (labour / capital) above the othefonsciousness and class war
(capital & labour). | do not think that there ~ But post independent India belied all
is any natural antagonism between thenfireams of Gandhi.The multiplicity of
The rich and the poor will always be withunions, the inter unions and subsequently
us. But their mutual relations will be subjec€Ven intra-union, clashes, the unholy
to constant change. alliance between the management and some
It has generally seen assumed thagaders against the genuine interest of the
Gandhi did not recognise the existence dpbour all these weekend the interest of the
class struggleThis however does not meanWworkers in the decades following the death
that he failed to recognise the conflict oPf Gandhi.The race of industrialisation was
interest between capital and laboihat he stalled in some parts of the country due to
did not believe was the necessity offféSponsible shade unionism.
fomenting and accentuating this

difference® On the contrary he believed in o Section-11
class operation and class harmony At this juncture of all pervading gloom and

In the background of this overall @imless and hopeless situation a new ray of

context Gandhi evolved thoughtout and'0P€ emanated from an almost unexpected
well-knit policy of labour oganisation in duarter?
course of their struggle against cap#al. Born in a middleclass Bengali family
In the first place, unity among thearound 1940 Dhiresh Shankar Guha Neogi
labour should be specially emphasized. (alias Sankar in the frame in which he
Secondly the workers union should nopecame famous) was attracted to the
be oganised with narrow aims andStudents Federation of India the students
objectives of only seeking to redresdVing of the CPIin his college day#/ithin
workers economic grievances but shoul@ short time he joined the undivided CPI
also work for their social, cultural and moral(1959), later CPI(ML) at the time of its
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inception (1969). By this time he had joinedabourers started a strike. Neogi was
the Bhilai Seel in Madhyapradesh as aarrested and in protest massive troubles
skilled labourer and at the same timestarted. Eleven workers including women
continued his higher education privately andgvere killed by the police firing, but Danton
carried on trade union activities. For higepression failed to break the morale of the
independent and upright thinking, he couldvorkers. After eighteen days of strike the
not stay with any of the hierarchicalmanagement had to give ill the demands
organised Communist Party for long butf the Ilabourers were fulfiled and
carried on his activities among the worker§&suhaNeogi was releasedThe historic
independently and almost single handedhsuccess of the strike under C.M.S.S led to
By this time he had lost his job of athe duration of its branches in all the mines
permanent worker in thet&el FactoryThen the region in the Bailakla Iron mine located
he joined as a casual labourer in then the contiguous Baster district, against the
Dhanitola mines under Bhilait&l works proposed wholesale mechanization of the
and started it @anising the illiterate and CMSS under the leadership of GuhaNeogi
unskilled labour there in 1975 during thecame to the support of miners. GuhaNeogi
National Emegency GuhaNeogi was made it clear to the miners of all mines that
arrested under Maintenance of Internaduch whole scale mechanization would
SecurityAct (MISA). It was at this time, the cause havoc to the workers, at the same time
mine workers of the Delhi Rajtara mines,thdne understood that solertivemechanization
largest mines under the BhilaWorks was necessary for improvement in
Limited became restive. Coming out of jailproduction.The management had to finally
in 1977 after the lifting of the engency at accept his proposal. GuhaNeogi clarified
the request of the workers to change of thiéhat the twin goal of any labourganization
worker movement there. Under his initiativeshould be to increase the quality and
was formed the Chhatisgarh Mines Sramikjuantity of production and at the same time
Sangha (CMSS) an apolitical labourto resist retrenchmentin any form and
organisation outside the outside the contrahcrease  wages commensurate  with
of any political party increased production.

The first struggle of the C.M.S.S was After sometime GuhaNeogi noticed that
against the anti-labour agreement made ljue to a series of successful strikes and
the professional trade union leaders with themovement though the wage of the miners,
management, In Mayl1977 the workers mostly aboriginals, considerably increased,
started movement for ideal wage and repabut their standard of living has not
of quarters. In spite of financial hardship themproved. Rather as a result of excessive
workers remained united till their demandsrinking or frequent visits to brothelkhey
were promised to be made up by thevere increasingly in debt-trap with falling
contractor and the mill management bubealth and domestic violence leading to
soon these were discarded by thefme family break ups. He further noticed that the
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chain of wine shops and brothels were ifight for the posterity who thought of
control of the contractors and their alliesimproving the condition of labourhood.
So, he came to the conclusion that the work Thus GuhaNeogi, a most Ungandhian
of an ideal trade union should not beperson remained as the greatest torchbearer
confined only to the 8 hours working time inof Gandhis ideas or rather dreams for the
the factory and their wages but it shouldabourers.
include all the aspects of the workers lives
in 24 hours. The C.M.S.S started Section- 111
multifarious  activities  like  muhalla A new danger began from the late 1980s
committee for improving the condition of and the early 1990s with the growing impact
the workers quarters, creche and primargf globalization, open market economy
schools for educating the children and adulfomputerization and mechanizatidnlarge
education centres for the aged labourersumber of old factories came to be closed,
forcing the management and the governmeitte old type of production system gradually
to run regular secondary schools in theame to be change with the introduction of
mining area, cleanliness drive in the laboursew machines, leading to ¢tg scale
area, a hospital for the workers was alscetrenchment and certain new types of
started, for physical exercise and recreatioimdustries where set up where only highly
of the labour football club and athletic clubskilled and trained workers were needed in
were started, for addressing the problem dhe face of all this, the very existence of the
women MahilaMuktiManchas was created, traditional working days was at take and the
even the ecological issue did not remaitrade union had and have no readymade
untouched, against the repressive foresblutions to often before the workers the
policy of government. warning of Gandhi proved to be properly
These all-round activities of the prophetic.
C.M.S.S reminds every one of the The labour situation became even more
Ahmedabad Mazoor Mahajan established byomplicated by the conflicting role of the
Gandhi more than fifty years back. It wadnternational  oganization,  contending
difficult for the administration, the ownerscoalitions in the central government and the
and agents of political parties to accept accentuating dierences between the public
new way of life which challenges the verypolicies and private agendas of the
basis of their exploitative system. So theompeting political parties.
final attack came on GuhaNeogi.An Under the World Trade Oganization
unidentified assassin bullet terminated hi§WTO) regime, the trade vis-a-vis labour
life on 28th Septembgel991.Within a short standards is a debatable issue. Initially the
time the C.S.S.M became divided andleveloped countries insisted upon WdO
gradually the movement lost itsto incorporate labour standard issues into its
momentum.But the ideals of GuhaNeogagenda on the ground that developing
like Gandhi died hardly and remained as theountries have suppressed labour wages as
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well as have poor working condition and But in the context of emging
there is no level playing field between theglobalisation in economic arena as well as
labour condition of the developed countrieshe need to facilitate a flexible labour law
and the developing countries. Naturallge regime with a social security framework,the
developing countries opposed this idea. Oanion Government, then under the
the other hand the international laboupremiership of Atal Bihari Vajpayee
organisation (ILO), a tripartite specialisedconstituted the Second National
international  entity ~ comprising  of Commission on labour under the
representative of government, employeeshairmanship of Ravindra/arma in oct
and trade unions of member countries, 8999 with the declared objective of (i)
working to achieve full and productive Suggesting rationalization of existing laws
employment and decent work for allhe relating to labour in the ganised sector (ii)
core labour standard of the ILO includeSuggesting an umbrella legislation for
prohibition of forced labour freedom of ensuring a minimum level of protection to
association and collective lgaining the workers in the unganised sector also
elimination of discrimination in employmentan in-depth study and talking into
and occupation acceptable condition o€onsideration of the suggestion of all the
work, minimum living wages occupationalstakeholders, the commission submitted it,
safety and health in the work place andoluminousreport in2002. But
abolition of child labour India, being athesubsequent government, both under the
member of both these ganisation has a BJP led NDA or the Congress led WP
mandate to improve the conditions of laboucould make little headway in implementing
and ensure minimum wages and to abide ke proposal returns.

the proposal resolutions of the international The commission recommended to
bodies. The Fundamental Rights andconsolidate all labour laws in certain
Directive  Principles of the Indian specified groups, the changes in labour laws
constitution also mandated the law makershould be accompanied, by a welldefined
to ensure living wage and fair condition ofsocial security package to benefit all the
work as an integral part of socio-economievorkers, whether in ganised or
justice. Mood of the labour laws in the firstunomganised sectorand (iii) to minimise
half a century after independence have be@ontract labour regime to avoid ongoing
enacted and amended in compliance witbxploitation in core manufacturing and
the recommendations of the royalservice areas. (iv) four codeswages, social
commission on labour (1931), thes'1 security industrial safety and welfare,
National Commission on Labour (1969)industrial relations.The minimum wage
since independence, the Indian governmeshould be revised once in five years; in
has tried to implement.ILO conventions asddition, dearness allowance will be
well as recommendation and judicialadjusted every sixmonths, linked to the
pronouncement consumerPrice indexThe commission also
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recommended the abolition of the system ahanual scavengers and their rehabilitation
wage board industry wise. Act (2013) have been enacted. But the law
No doubt, the commission has put alone cannot change the scenario. manual
certain high standard for the allroundscavenging is prohibited but it has to be
development of working class not only insubstitutedby mechanised process and the
the oganised sector but also in the hug butehabilitation of the scavengers. But this
ill-defined unoganised sector was not done properlyOne can remember
The Second National Commission orGandhis sympathy/empathy for Bhangis
labour has made two other importantvhich was lacking among the administrators
suggestion. One was the skill developmerdnd their political master Policy makers
of the workers to enhance the employabhilittheed a political will to make any return
The commission was of the view that theuccessful which was sadly lacking for long.
level of wages depend on ecorfi@éncy of In September 2020 the Parliament
an established and the workers have to hacted three labour codes on (i) Industrial
intended in productivity as like the Relations (which consolidates the industrial
management. The commission disputes act of 1947, the Industrial
recommended for a system of constargmployment (S&nding Orders)Act 1946,
upgradation of employability thoughang trade uniorAct, 1926 (i) Code on
draining in a wide spectrum of multiple occupational safety health and working
skill. Another proposal of the commissionconditions of all establishmenthaving 10 or
was to liberalise the Industrial Disput@st  pore employees to consolidate existing 13
in the case of lockout, closure andapoyr laws including Factoriesct of 1948
retrenchment with adequate notice andny the contract labour (regulation and
compensation.  But none of thesepgition)Act of 1947 (iii) Code relating to
suggestions were seriously taken by any,.iq| security includes  Employees
government? Provident FundAct, Maternity Benefits
Section- 1V Act, Building and Other Construction

In fact all the pious suggestions of theVorks Act and employees compensation
Second Labour Commission apparentifict t0 enact a single social security code.
have very great similarites with theAS during the monsoon session in
Gandhian thought of labowapital September 2020 was as such no debate in
relationship. But what was lacking on theParliament amidst the continuing boycott by
part of all concerned stakeholders was th&€ opposition parties, these acts were
political will to carry these ideas andcriticised outside the parliament mainly by
translate them for the actual benefit of nothe leftists and the central trade unions.
only the workers but also the entire societp\pparently these acts try for the
as envisioned by Gandhi. consolidation of rights and privileges of the

Unomganised Social Securitct (2008) Workers and peaceful solution through
and the prohibition of employment ashegotiatedsettlement. But the critics of the
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act rightly print out the inherent dangers in 2.
these built which were anti-labour in
nature.So, apprehensions and concernof all
stakeholders should be taken into 3.
consideration to consolidate and empower
the much awaited reforms towards
economic generation and employment 4
growth and comprehensive social security
The critics and the opposition parties of the
government are not wholly enormous when
they point out that in the face of labeur
friendly enactments, these laws proved to
be draconian for any labour movement.
These critics howeverfail to dream like
Gandhi such a situation where the need for
violent labour agitation may not arise at all. .
Conclusion 8
Under the changing circumstances, the
ideals of Gandhi so long regarded as

obsolete and too idealistic have suddenlyO.

become more relevanthe traditional trade
union also are now harping on the theme of1.
unified labour movement and the principle
of disassociating labour unions cum
political parties. Even the Marxist trade
unionists are now insisting that the workers
should take an active interest in the well-
being of the industryGandhi had exactly
these things in his agenda and thus his
ideas have now acquired a new relevance
under the changed circumstances. Gandhi
might have had little appeal to the working
class of yesteryears, but hisideas hav
received a fresh tease of life today
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Take my life, and let it be
Consecrated, Lord! to Thee;
Take my hands, and let them move
At the impulse of Thy love.
Take my moments and my days,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Take my feet, and let them be
Swift and beautiful for Thee.
Take my voice, and let me sing
Always, only for my King;
Take my lips, and let them be
, Filled with messages from Thee.

Take my silver and my gold;

| Not a mite would I withhold.
~ Take my intellect, and use
Every power as Thou shalt choose.
Take my will, and make it Thine;
It shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart; it is Thine own;
It shall be Thy Royal Throne.
Take my love; My Lord, I pour
At Thy feet its treasure-store.
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all for Thee.
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